Render a just decision for me against my adversary
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 14 (Lk 18,1-8)

For prayer to be heard by the Lord there are many Laws: forgiveness of all debt, purity of heart and hands, insistence, wisdom and intelligence in making the request necessary for the glory of the Lord. Absalom to be heard sets fire to Joab’s barley field: “Absalom lived in Jerusalem for two years without appearing before the king. Then he sent a message asking Joab to send him to the king, but Joab would not come to him. Although he asked him a second time, Joab would not come. He therefore instructed his servants: “You see Joab’s field that borders mine, where he has barley. Go, set it on fire.” And so Absalom’s servants set the field on fire. Joab went to Absalom in his house and asked him, “Why have your servants set my field on fire?” Absalom answered Joab: “I sent you a message: Come here, that I may send you to the king to say: ‘Why did I come back from Geshur? I would be better off if I were still there!’ Now, let me appear before the king. If I am guilty, let him put me to death.” Joab went to the king and reported this. The king then called Absalom; he came to him and in homage fell on his face to the ground before the king. Then the king kissed Absalom.” (2Sam 14,28-33). We are asked to set the Father’s heart on fire, through the heart of Christ Jesus. Our prayer must be full of love. 

Mordecai asks Esther to expose his life to death. To obtain the salvation of God’s people, one’s life must also be spent: “Then Esther replied to Hathach “All the servants of the king and the people of his provinces know that any man or woman who goes to the king in the inner court without being summoned is subject to the same law — death. Only if the king extends the golden scepter will such a person live. Now as for me, I have not been summoned to the king for thirty days.” When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he had this reply brought to her: “Do not imagine that you are safe in the king’s palace, you alone of all the Jews. Even if you now remain silent, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source; but you and your father’s house will perish. Who knows — perhaps it was for a time like this that you became queen?” Esther sent back to Mordecai the response: “Go and assemble all the Jews who are in Susa; fast on my behalf, all of you, not eating or drinking night or day for three days. I and my maids will also fast in the same way. Thus prepared, I will go to the king, contrary to the law. If I perish, I perish!” (Est 4,9-17). One gives one’s life to God and one asks for life for the whole world. This Jesus did.
At that time, Jesus told his disciples a parable about the necessity for them to pray always without becoming weary. He said, “There was a judge in a certain town who neither feared God nor respected any human being. And a widow in that town used to come to him and say, ‘Render a just decision for me against my adversary.’ For a long time the judge was unwilling, but eventually he thought, ‘While it is true that I neither fear God nor respect any human being, because this widow keeps bothering me I shall deliver a just decision for her lest she finally come and strike me.’” The Lord said, “Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says. Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones who call out to him day and night? Will he be slow to answer them? I tell you, he will see to it that justice is done for them speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Nehemiah instead teaches us how everything must be asked of God with prayer, even a very simple answer: “The king asked me, “Why do you look sad? If you are not sick, you must be sad at heart.” Though I was seized with great fear, I answered the king: “May the king live forever! How could I not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates consumed by fire?” The king asked me, “What is it, then, that you wish?” I prayed to the God of heaven and then answered the king: “If it please the king, and if your servant is deserving of your favor, send me to Judah, to the city where my ancestors are buried, that I may rebuild it.” (Ne 2,1-5). Jesus asks us to pray to the Father with great trust and abandonment. He always listens to his children. It’s not like the dishonest judge. He is rich in mercy for all those who live as his true children and entrust and entrust their lives to him. We must always pray from obedience to the Word.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make that every Christian prays as true child of the Father.
